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Take Precautions: West Nile virus in Richland County
Richland Public Health officials have confirmed that West Nile Virus (WNV) has been detected in mosquitoes in
multiple locations in Richland County. The positive samples have come from several of the 70 mosquito trap locations
set by Richland Public Health so far this season.
“To be very clear, these are not human infection cases, but positive WNV in mosquitoes from
testing of mosquito samples this year,” Joe Harrod, Director of Environmental Health at Richland
Public Health, stated. “It is possible we will continue to have positive WNV infected mosquitoes
in future tests. The important take away is that WNV is present in Richland County and residents
should take appropriate precautions.”
Richland Public Health’s Mosquito Control program is actively spraying throughout the county
and have concentrated on WNV positive areas to discourage transmittal of the mosquito-borne illness to residents.
West Nile Virus is a mosquito-borne virus. When it causes symptoms, they are generally mild and often mimic the
flu. In extreme cases, WNV can cause Encephalitis (inflammation of the brain), Meningitis (inflammation of the lining
of the brain and the spinal cord) or death. Approximately 80 percent of people who are infected with WNV will not
show any symptoms at all. Those who develop symptoms usually do so between three to 14 days after they are bitten
by an infected mosquito. There is no specific treatment for WNV infection and care is based on symptoms. The best
way to prevent West Nile Virus is to prevent mosquito bites.
Richland Public Health’s Mosquito Control Program conducts surveillance, treats, and sprays throughout the
season to monitor and deter mosquito populations and mosquito-spread disease throughout the county. Residents are
encouraged to eliminate standing water and take precautions to protect themselves and loved ones from mosquito bites.
Preventing Mosquito Bites
Mosquitoes lay their eggs in standing water, which includes puddles, stagnant ditches, and containers such as old
tires, buckets, cans, neglected swimming pools and flower pots. Mosquitoes can carry diseases, including West Nile Virus,
which can cause serious illness. It is important to wear long sleeves and/or apply mosquito repellent when participating
in any outdoor activity when mosquitoes are active.

August Heat

When you are thirsty or feeling the
need for a cool beverage during work
While August temperatures
or play outdoors, remember:
are expected to be normal,

Richland Public Health is Water First for Thirst!
reminding people to be aware of heat-related illnesses such as heat stroke and heat
exhaustion when the body’s temperature-control system is overloaded. Particularly at
risk are infants and children up to 4 years old and people 65 and older. Please check on
parents, neighbors and pets during these hot days and NEVER leave a child in a car.
For more information, including warning signs, see richlandhealth.org

Back to School Shots

PUBLIC HEALTH

Health services for people of all ages who are residents of
Richland County. Services are provided through our on-site
clinic, in the community and through our home visits.

Public Health Clinic

General Health (new, revisit)
Immunizations (includes TB)
Neighborhood Immunizations Visits
International Travel (visits/consults)

June
258

YTD
346
1,239

36

108

0

27
148
Nurses Appointments
6
25
Reproductive (inc. STI/HIV Testing)
6
40
297
1,798
Total Visits
For Clinic Appointments for child, adult,
travel, and shingles vaccine. Call 419-7744700. Walk-ins are welcome.

Now is the time to beat the rush and schedule Back to School immunizations.
Certain back to school shots are required for pre-school, kindergarten, grade school
(requirements for 7th and 12th grades) and college.
Shots are available at Richland
Public Health (555 Lexington Avenue,
Mansfield) where the Clinic is open
until 6 p.m. on every Wednesday of
August. Walk-ins are welcome but
appointments will cut your wait time.
Call 419-774-4700 to book a time.
Immunizations are also available at
Neighborhood Immunization Clinics Making sure your children are up-to-date on required
that may be more convenient than a vaccinations is part of back to school planning.
drive to the Health Department. A list of locations, dates and times of Neighborhood
Immunization Clinics is available by calling the hotline at 419-774-8115 or by going
online to richlandhealth.org.
“I can’t urge parents enough to get your child’s shots early,” said Amy Schmidt,
Director of Nursing. “Procrastinating will cause you needless frustration because most
doctors’ offices, as well as our own Clinic, are packed every late August.”

WIC Services - June

National Health Observances for August: National Breastfeeding Month;
National Immunization Awareness Month; August 1-7: World Breastfeeding
Month; August 13-19: National Health Center Week.

Total Ashland & Richland Counties:

Public Health Nursing
BCMH (client visits)
Community Health Screenings
Influenza Vaccines (Flu Shots)
Lead Case Mangement
Newborn/Prenatal Home Visits

June
28
57
0
0
15

Referrals to Community Agencies
Cribettes distributed
School Nurses (student care YTD)

YTD
179
295
968
9
111		

6
7

82
34

0

1,728

Communicable Disease Report

Infectious Diseases (other than flu/sti)
Influenza (A & B)
Hospitalizations due to Influenza
Sexually Transmitted Infection
STI Positive Results
Chlamydia
Gonorrhea
Syphilis

34

186

0
0

634
249

74
48
26
0

453
314
127
2

New Participants
Recertifications
Other Contacts

169
353
495
1,017
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National Breastfeeding Month
August is Breastfeeding Awareness Month in Ohio and August 1-7 is World
Breastfeeding Week (WBW). Research suggests that breastfeeding is a key modifiable
factor for disease for both mothers and infants. The American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP) and the World Health Organization (WHO) recommend exclusive breastfeeding
for the first six months of life and continued breastfeeding with the addition of appropriate
solid food for the first year and beyond.
Mothers receive benefits from exclusive breastfeeding that last a life
time. Specifically, the longer duration of breastfeeding, the lower their
BMI, blood pressure, triglycerides and waist circumference. The health
benefits of breastfeeding for the infant may include a reduced risk of
obesity later in life, less risk for sudden infant death syndrome and fewer
ear and respiratory infections.
Ohio WIC’s 2018 theme for Breastfeeding Awareness Month is “Breastfeeding,
Foundation of Life”. This theme focuses on breastfeeding as a key to preventing hunger
and malnutrition by ensuring food security for babies.
For more information, please contact the Richland WIC program at 419-774- 4560
or see richlandhealth.org/departments/wic.

SCHOOL BUS:
Rules for Safety

Do you know how to drive around
school busses? Ohio law states that if a
school bus is stopped with its red lights
flashing on a road with fewer than four
lanes, all traffic from either direction must
stop at least ten (10) feet from the front or
rear of that school bus. On a road that has
four or more lanes, only traffic proceeding
in the same direction as the school bus
must stop. Once stopped, drivers may not
proceed until the bus resumes motion or
until signaled by the school bus driver to
proceed.*
Passing a stopped school bus on a two
lane road is one of the most dangerous
thing you can do while driving. But
stopping for a school bus on a four lane
road when you are coming in the opposite
direction may jeopardize the safety of you
and other motorists who are not expecting
an unnecessary stop.
*Ohio Digest of Motor Vehicles Laws

The Richland Public Health “Health Report” is a
monthly production of Health Education/Promotion.
Suggestions and corrections, including mailing label
corrections, are welcome. Call Reed Richmond,
Health Educator/Communications, at 419-774-4726.

Just Walk Richland is currently looking
for more walk leaders. If you enjoy walking
in a group setting and would look forward
to getting others out with you, consider
becoming a leader. Contact eclaiborne@
richlandhealth.org or 419-774-3542. (Ellen)

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

The Environmental Health Division directs a variety of
programs that prevent, protect and educate our community
about potentially harmful elements in our environment.

Contacts*

June

YTD

Campgrounds
17
40
Food
176 1,531
Emergency Response
2
7
Environmental Health Administrative 0
3
Environmental Health Assessment
0
3
Environmental Health Other
0
13
Housing
1
4
Indoor Air Quality
6
24
Institutions
0
2
Nuisance, other
0
14
Plumbing - Commercial
210 1,363
Plumbing - Residential
79
547
Private Water Systems
65
475
Public Swimming Pools
67
127
Rabies
81
445
Schools
2
45
Sewage Treatment Systems
106
771
Solid Waste
25
151
Tattoo & Body Piercing Facilities
9
42
Vector Control
160
271
Totals All Contacts
1,006 5,878
*Inspections, investigations and consultations

“

“Health is a state of
complete physical,
mental, and social wellbeing and not merely
the absence of disease
or infirmity.”

“

Health Report

World Health Organization

VITAL STATISTICS

The Vital Statistics division maintains records of
all births and deaths in Richland County since 1908
(excluding Shelby). For information on obtaining a
birth or death certificate, check the website at www.
richlandhealth.org or call 419-774-4500.

Total Births (all ages)
Births to Teens
Repeat Births*

Total Deaths
Male
Female
Causes of Death
Heart Related
Cancer
Lung Diseases
Alzheimers/Dementia
Accidents (drugs/falls/crashes)
Flu/Pneumonia
Renal/Kidney
Strokes/CVA
Suicides
Homicides
Infant Mortality (see below)
Deaths Pending Autopsy
Other (not listed above)

June
97
8
41

YTD
573
62
293

June
96
46
50

YTD
638
326
312

34
13
8
10
3
4
7
3
2
0
1
3
8

235
118
53
47
30
27
20
19
8
3
3
8
67

*repeat births = 2nd or more live births
Birth & Death statistics include City of Shelby

Infant Mortality: Richland County
June: 1

Year To Date: 3

Infant mortality is defined as the death of a baby
before his or her first birthday. Infant deaths are
considered an important indicator of the overall
health of a society. Deaths to residents occuring
outside of Richland County are not reflected in
county death statistics. KNOW the SAFE SLEEP
ABC’s: Alone, on Back, in a Crib.
CALLING THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Main Number................................419-774-4500
Public Health Clinic......................419-774-4700
Public Health Nursing..................419-774-4540
Environmental Health..................419-774-4520
Health Promotion/Education.....419-774-4500
WIC.................................................419-774-4560
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